42 OUR LORD'S GREAT PROPHRECY.

** But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man he.
For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,
and knew not until the flood came and took them all away ; so shalf afre the
coming of the Son of man be.""  Verses 37-30.

26. If we have knowledge of the Lord's coming, what is our duty ?

“ Therefore be ye also ready ; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man
cometh.”  Verse 44.

27. What will be the doom of those who say in their hearts that the
Lord is not soon coming ?

“* But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming,
. the lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for
him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder [mar
gin, caef Aim ofi |, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites © there shall
b weeping, and gnashing of teeth.'*  Matt, 24 : 48-51

——

g.\' the sun, and moon, and stars,

i Signs and wonders have appeared ;

Earth has groaned with bloody wars,
And the hearts of men have feared.

Soon shall ocean’s hoary deep,
Tossed with stronger tempests, rise §

Darker storms the mountains sweep,
Fiercer lightnings rend the skies.

Dread alarms shall shake the proud,
FPale amazement, restless fear;
And amid the thunder-cloud
Shall the Judge of men appear.

Rut, though from his awful face,
Heaven shall fade, and earth shall fly,
Fear not ye, his chosen race,
Your redemption draweth nigh.
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-\ § /HAT special promise did the Saviour make concerning his
second coming ?

“In my Father's house are many mansions : if 1t were not so, T would have told
you, Igo to prepare a '|1|:].l.‘l_' for you.  And if 1 go and prepare a place for
vou, £ aoid! come again, and receive you unto myself ; that where T am, there
ye may be alse.” Johm 14:2, 3.

2. What was to take place before the Lord should return ?

8 e sune shall be twrned info dorkuess, and the moen fnte Slood, before the great
and the terrible day of the Lord come.”  Joel 2: 31.

3. Upon hearing Christ say that the time would come when the tem-
ple at Jerusalem should be entirely destroyed, what did the dis-
ciples ask him?

+ Tell us, when shall these things be ? and what sdadf de the sign of thy coming,
and of the end of the world 77" Matt. 241 3.

4. Did he intimate that the end was then close at hand ?

““And Jesus answered and said unto them, Fade boed thaf we man decedve you,
For many shall come in my name, saying, [ am Christ; and shall deceive
many. And ye shall hear of wars and romors of wars: see that ye be not
troubled ; for aff these things must come fo pass, duf the end iz not yer”
Verses 4-6.

5. After telling them there would be wars, famines, pestilences, and
earthquakes in many places, what did he say these would be ?
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employed in the Apocalypse, upon the opening of the sixth seal, when *the
gtars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth her untimely
figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.' " — Burritt's Geography of the
Heavens, p. 1oz, ed. 1854

¢ No langruage, indeed, ean come up to the splendor of that magnificent
display ; and I hesitate not to say that no one who did not witness it can form
an adequate conception of its glory, Tt seemed as if the whole starry heavens
haud congregated at one point near the zenith, and were simultaneously shoot-
ing forth, with the velocity of lightning, to every part of the horizon ; and yet
they were not exhausted ; thousands swiftly followed in the track of thou-
sands, ar §f created for e eccasion,”' — Christian Advocate and Fonrnal,
Dee. 13, 1823,

COPFYRIGHTLD, iman,

A star or n meteor, prepared for the occasion, went before the wise men to
direct them 1o the Saviour. It is not necessary that the planctary worlds
should fall in order that the prophecy of Matt. 24:29 may be literally
fulfilled.

““ The spectacle must have been of the sublimest order.  The apostle John
might have had it before him when he indited the passage referring to the
opening of the sixth seal : © And the stars of heaven fell unto the carth, even
as a fig-tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of o mighty wind.”*’
— Edumard Dunbing F. B A, 5 of the Royad Observatory, Greemich, in
“ Fhe Heavens and the Earth,’" p. 186,

z1. When the trees put forth their leaves, what does it indicate ?

“ MNow learn a parable of the fig-tree : When his branch is yet tender, amd |'ll.lltt.‘th
forth leaves, ye brow that supoer i wigh.'"  Matt, 24 : 32,

22. What just as surely indicates the Lord's speedy coming?

“ So likewise ye, wden ye shall see all these fhings, know that it is near, even at the
doors.”"  Verse 33.

z3. How near is the Lord's coming when these signs have been ful-
filled ?

“Yerily T say unto you, Fhis gemerafion shall mot pass, till all these things be
fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass
away." Verses 34, 35- As though he said, This generation of which I
speak ; the one that actually sees the last sign, has seen a/f of them in the
sense that we have seen the progress of science,  'We have not actually lived
during its entire development, but we look back and say we have seen it.  So
in this case. The same original word here used and translated **this,”" also
occurs in Luke 17 1341 1 tell you in #hes night [the night of which I speak]
there shall be two in one bed.”*

THE “DESOLATION" OF JERUSALEM.

24. Can we know the day and kowr of his coming?

“ But of that day and hour dnowwesd se stan, no, not the angels of heaven, but my
Father only."” Verse 36.

[6]

25. What will be the moral condition of the world when the Lord
comes ?
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¢ All these are the deginming of serrews.”  Verse 8. With all theze things taking
place as only the fegdnning of sorrows, the disciples certainly could not look
for the Lord"s coming in their generation.

6. To what extent is the gospel to be preached before the end ?

COFYRIGHTLD, 088,

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall e preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations ; awd themshall the end come.” Verse 14, The word thes,
as here used, is an adverh of time, meaning ¢ at that time.”* The gospel to
be so preached is not to geererd the world 3 but is 1o be simply o witness
unto all nations, that they may be condemned who do not obey it

=
= 3 ! !
a 7. What has been already admitted concerning the progress of the
% gospel ?
““ Within a yvear, Central Africa, the last remaining stronghold of barbarism, has
d been opened up, and missionaries are now preaching the truth in the territory
m of one of its fiercest and most powerful kings, If the doctrine of the pre-
- millennialists be correct, — that the gospel is 1o be preached, not to convert the
- world, ¢ but for a witness unto all nations,” and that when it is so preached we
= are to expect the end, —then it may well be that the end is nearer than most
. of us think." — Christian Union, New. 13, 1878,
; 8. After giving a general summary of matters, how did the Lord par-
= ticularize the events of the future ?
o “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel
> the prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso readeth, let him understand)."*
< Matt. 24 : 15.
a
iy g. How is this same thought expressed elsewhere ?
i 1 “ And when ye shall sce Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the
[a] desolation thereof is nigh.”*  Luke 21 :20.
'5:‘ 1o. What did our Lord say was to follow this destruction of the city ?
= “For thew shall be great tribulation, such as was not sinee the beginning of the
world to thiz time, no, nor ever shall be.”®  Matt. 24 : 21.
<] - .
Z r1. How long was the papal power to hold sway over the saints ?
= -
ﬁ «  ¢*And he shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear ont the
g snints of the Most High, and think to change times and laws @ anad Sy shad!

fe given fnfe his hand wntif a fime and fimes and the dividing af tinee”
Dan. 71 25.

12. What is the meaning of the expression, “time and times and the
dividing of time " ?

# And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of
Goad, that they should feed her there o flossand o fundred and fhrecscore
days.”  Rev. 12 :6. The period here given i3 again c!{|}r1.‘.‘i!it'l:| in verse 14,
by  time, times, and half [dividing of] a time." Twelve hundred and sixty
days, then, is here meant by the expression *f time, times, and half a time.™

tut these days themselves are spadolic, and must refer 1o some Srerad period
of time.
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13. What does a symbolic day indicate ?

“Thiz shall be a sign [symbol] to the house of Israel. . . . And when thou hast
accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the
iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: £ bave appointed thee cach day
Jor a year.”” Eize. 4:3-6.

NoTE. — These symbolic days would therefore indicate an equal number of lit-
eral years. ‘The papacy received its power to correct heretics in a. . 535, by
the confirmation of Justinian, the Roman emperor.  The time to which the pa-
pal power over the saints would extend (1260 years), ended in 1708,  For fur-
ther explanation of this point, see reading on ¢ A Remarkable Symbol," p. 2q.

14. What did the Lord say would be done in view of the rigor of that
persecution ?

“ And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved @ s
Jor the eleat’s sale those days shall be shoriened.”” Matt. 24122, The days
of persecution simply, were to be shortencd, and not the days predicted for
the Roman power to bear rule. The Reformation under Wickliffe, Luther,
and others softened public sentiment, which in a measure restrained the rage
of the papacy, and so modified the tribulation.

15. 1}id the Lord say he would return fmavedfadely after the tribulation
ceased P
¢ Then if any wean shall say unto yon, Lo, here i3 Cheist, or there; felicoe 4t nor.
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders ; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect.’  Matt. 24: 23, 24.

1. What did he say would immediately follow ?

“ Immediately after the fribulation of these days shall the sun be davkened, and the
moon ghall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the
«powers of the heavens shall be shaken.'  Verse 29,

17. How is this expressed by Mark?

“But in those days, after fhat fridwlation, the sun shall be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her Jight.”* Mark 13:24. That is, fx the days of the
papal power, but affer the tribulation ceases, shall these events take place.
The persecution was the strongest under the direction of the Jesuits. This
order was founded by Ignativs Loyola, and established by Pope Paul, Sept.
27, 1540. It finally became so distasteful to the popes, on account of its con-
tinually growing power, that by a papal bull the order was dissolved, July z1,
1773 From this time on there is no record of any open persecution of the
saints. Then, according to the last text quoted, somewhers between 1773,
when the persecution ended, and 1798, the time to which the prophetic days
extended, we must look for the first of these signs given by our Lord — the
darkening of the sun.

18. Was there such a phenomenon ?  If so, when did it occur? -~ On
May 19, 1780.
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NoTes, — “* The 1gth day of May, 1780, was a remarkably dark day. Candles
were lighted in many houses. The birds were silent, and dizsappeared. The
fowls retired to roost. It was the general apinion that the day of judgment
was at hand. The Legislature of Connecticut was in session at Hartford,
but being unable to transact business, adjourned.'’ — Presidens Dunght, in
Historical Colfections.

“The greatest darkness was at least equal to what is commonly called
candle-lighting in the evening. The appearance was indeed uncommon, and
the canse wnknown." — Connecticnd Fournal, New ffoven, May 25, r7fo.

“ Dark Dy, The, May 19, 1780, so called on account of a remarkable
darkness on that day, extending over all New England.  In some places, per-
sons could not see to read common print i the open air for several hours
together. . . . The true canse of this remarkable phenomenon fs sar
Ao, — Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, in Explanatory and Provoe-
ing Vocabulary, are. Dark Day.

The inquiry may be raised, Why was the darkening of the sun confined to
so limited a district a5 a portion of the Western Hemisphere, if it was 1o be a
sign of the Lord’s coming ? to which we reply : God has given to the inhabit-
ants of the Old World many signs of Christ's second coming ; amd why
shonld not others be favored in this respect 2 Shall we eriticise Him who is
too wise to err 7 The inkabitants of the Old World can say : On our territory
mighty kingdoms arose and fell, according to the sure word of prophecy.
Here the pope lost his temporal power at a time marked by prophecy —a
sure indication of the end near; and here great nations are taking the lead
in preparing for the last great battle, It is for God to distribute the signs
according to his wisdom and good pleasure, and it is for us to accept them
with submission and gratitude, whether we witness them ourselves, or whether
others witness them and report them to us.  The Jews never saw the star that
led to the spot where the Saviour was born, nor did most of them witness
many of the Saviour’s mighty miracles. Were they therefore justified in not
believing on him ?

19. When did the moon refuse to shine ?

* The night succeeding that day (May 19, 1780) was of such pitchy darkness that
in some instances horses could not be compelled to leave the stable when
wanted for service, " — Stone’s fistory of Beverly fMass.).

The darkness of the night was as supernatural as that of the previous day,
from the fact, as stated by Dr. Adams, that **the moon had fulled the day
hefore. "’

20. When did the stars fall, as predieted in the prophecy ? — Novem-
ber 13, 1833.

NoTES, — ° But the most sublime phenomenon of shooting stars of which the
world has furnished any record, was witnessed throughout the United States
on the moming of the 13th of November, 1833. The entire extent of this
astonishing exhibition has not been precisely ascertained ; but it covered no
inconsiderable portion of the earth’s surface. . . . The whole heavens
seemed in motion, and suggested to some the awful grandeur of the image



